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video games, with the
result an alarming number
of obsessive gamers requir-
ing counseling (and, so far,
two deaths after, respec-
tively, 50 and 86 straight
hours of playing).
According to an October
Associated Press dispatch
from Seoul, at the many
Internet cafes, gamers
“typically live on instant
(noodles) and cigarettes,
barely sleeping and seldom
washing.” Video games are
also a spectator sport:
Three cable channels show
matches, and the govern-
ment is building an elec-
tronic-sports  “stadium,”
where competitions will be
shown on big screens.
(Send your Weird News
to Chuck Shepherd, P.O.
Box 18737, Tampa Fla.,
33679 or go to www.new-
softheweird.com.)

— Chuck Smith
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Talk the talk, now do
something about it

President Bush’s call to reduce the United
States’ addiction to oil is not something new,
as presidents have spoken out for oil indepen-
dence for decades.

Wind power could certainly be an effective
alternative source. In Kansas, the controversy
over wind power has brought out friends and
foes. However, there has to be a compro
to preserve the uniqueness of the Flint Hills,
as well as supplying power to our state and
nation.

If the president’'s words are more than talk,
our nation could look forward to greater ener-
gy independence because we will have a
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